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Why Do You 
Want to Blog?



“In study after study, of  composers, basketball 
players, fiction writers, ice-skaters, concert 
pianists, chess players, master criminals, this 
number comes up again and again. Ten 
thousand hours is equivalent to roughly three 
hours a day, or 20 hours a week, of  practice 
over 10 years… No one has yet found a case in 
which true world-class expertise was 
accomplished in less time. It seems that it takes 
the brain this long to assimilate all that it needs 
to know to achieve true mastery.”

- Malcom Gladwell quoting 
neurologist Daniel Levitin



“I believe everyone is entitled to an opinion, 
specifically mine.”

- Bryan Sherman



Blogging platforms

• 
 Drupal

• 
 Blogger

• 
 WordPress



My Experience

• Drupal

• Initial Business Site

• Personal family Site

• Blogger

• CityKin.com (Contributer)



My Experience

• WordPress

• bluecollardesign.com

• pFoody.com

• The-Gadgeteer.com (Contributer)



• Popular 

• Hosting Options (Free, Paid Premium, Self-
Hosted)

• Multi-User version

• Scalable

• Lots of add-ons

Why WordPress?



Popularity: The Statistics
source: http://en.wordpress.com/stats/

• 9.2 million blogs hosted on WordPress.com

• 9.7 million active installations of the 
WordPress.org software

• 220 million people visit one or more 
WordPress.com blogs every month, and 
they view over a billion pages on those 
blogs

http://en.wordpress.com/stats/
http://en.wordpress.com/stats/


Popular? So What?

• Lots of expertise available

• Vibrant add-on environment

• Easy to move from



Where to host 
Wordpress

http://en.support.wordpress.com/com-vs-org/

http://en.support.wordpress.com/com-vs-org/
http://en.support.wordpress.com/com-vs-org/


Hosted 
(WordPress.com)

• Free and Paid Versions

• Limited storage

• Limited on CSS

• Limited Themes



Self-Hosted

• Have to have a place to host (ISP, 
Computer)

• Limited only by host in storage

• No limits on formatting



Important Terminology

• Categories

• Tags 

• Comments

• Roles



Categories

• Posts can be in multiple categories

• Categories can be Hierarchical

• Depending on Theme, can be used to 
manage Navigation bar





Tags

• Another way to identify topics

• Not hierarchical

• Available as “Tag Cloud”





Comments

• Can require registered users

• Can require name and e-mail

• Can set how it is approved
http://en.support.wordpress.com/settings/discussion-settings/

• http://en.support.wordpress.com/manage-comments/

http://en.support.wordpress.com/settings/discussion-settings/
http://en.support.wordpress.com/settings/discussion-settings/






Roles

• Administrator

• Editor

• Author

• Contributor

• http://en.support.wordpress.com/user-roles/

http://en.support.wordpress.com/user-roles/
http://en.support.wordpress.com/user-roles/


Contributor

• Create New Posts

• Edit Their Posts (before published)

• Submit for Posting



Author

• Can Publish their own posts

• Can delete their own posts

• Can upload files/images



Editor

• Publish, Edit, and Delete any posts

• Moderate Comments

• Manage Categories/Tags

• Manage Links



Administrator

• Change Settings

• Change Themes

• Manage Users



Link Options



Options

• Themes

• Plugins

• Mobile Applications



Themes

• If on WordPress.com, limited to their 
choices.

• Lots of Free, and Paid Options

• Thesis, more of a framework



Thesis Theme

• Quick and Light Theme

• SEO built-in for visibility in search engines

• Kept up-to-date

• $87 ($164 for developer)



Plug-Ins



Make a Plan

• Start with Free WordPress.com account

• Add plug-ins and themes as needed

• “Graduate” to self-hosted



Thanks!

• Bryan Sherman

• www.bluecollardesign.com

• http://www.linkedin.com/in/bryansherman 

http://www.bluecollardesign.com
http://www.bluecollardesign.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/bryansherman
http://www.linkedin.com/in/bryansherman

